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Canto 1 & 2

Dante’s Divine Comedy starts in the middle of Dante’s main character, the Pilgrim’s, life. The first Canto involved the Pilgrim waking up and finding himself lost in a deep wood, lost and scared. The Pilgrim then gets hope by seeing a glorious mountain in the distance, as he makes his passage to the mountain. The Pilgrim is stopped multiple times by three different beasts, a Leopard, a lion, and a She-Wolf. They push him back to the deep wood where Virgil appears and tells the Pilgrim that he cannot go to the mountain until the “Greyhound” comes and chases the beasts back to Hell. Virgil promises to show the Pilgrim the way through Hell and Purgatory until someone else (Beatrice) will take the Pilgrim to the mountain. In Canto 2, the Pilgrim begins to become cowardice and frets his journey. Virgil rebukes the Pilgrim’s cowardice. The Virgin Mary takes pity on the Pilgrim and has St. Lucia aid him. The Saint then goes to Beatrice because of Dante’s great love for Beatrice. This leads Beatrice to go down and asks Virgil to be the Pilgrim’s guide. As Virgil is explaining this the Pilgrim decides he will follow Virgil through Hell. 

My appreciation to Dante for his first line in the “Divine Comedy.” “Midway along the journey of our life.” Dante starts his epic poem with a statement that can lead him in only one direction; Here we are in our lives, all of us with our own lives and one of the aspects of everyone’s lives that bind many of  us together as a worldly community is our loss of sight of the path of life. Dante is lost. We are lost. Dante has lost sight of the straight path just as many of us lose sight of that same path. So far, I really like the epic, it was written over a half a millennium ago and yet its themes are true to this very day. 

